CHAPTER VII
COMMUNICATION

100 Old time Trade routes

According to Dr. V. S. Agarwalla, the present Titilagarh in Balap-
gir district was known in ancient times as Taitila Janapada and was a
centre of trace as early as the time of Panini,the famous Grammarian.
1t was then connected with a number ot good roads with different parts
of India. A notable trade route conaected Titilagarh with Sonepur
where puncii marked coins of pre-Maurya period are found in large
namber.

Tn the 4th century A.D. animportant road from Kausambi in
northern India towards the eastern coast passed through modern
Sambalpur and Balangir districts, and Samudraguptais knownto
have invaded South-India thorughthisroadin circa 350 A.D. The
Chinese pilgrim Hiuen-Tsang (7th century A. D. ) is reported to have
travelled fromthe capital of Kalinga to that ot Kosalathrough Pari-
malagiri (po-lo-mo-lo-ki-li) indentified with Gandhagiri inthe north of
the present Balangir district. It appears that a road trom Kalinga to
Kosala passed through this region during early medieval period and
very likely ranbythe side of Ranipur and Jharial where extensive anti-
quities are found at present. Duing medieval period the town of
Sonepur, located atthe confluence ofthe Tel and the Mahanadi, was
a seat of political importance. It was the headquarters of royal
dynasties like the Somavamsis, Kalachuris, and the Telugu Chodas,
and was connected by roads with Ratnapur inthe west, Jajpur inthe
east, and Barsur (headguarters of Naga rulers of Bastar) in the south,
After comming ofthe Chauhans in the 14th century A.D. thetownof
Patnasarh flourished as a place of political and commercial importance
and it was connected byroads withtowns like Jeypore (in present Kota-
put district), Sambalpur and Puri. Towards the last part of 18th cen-
tury, there was a regular road from Cuttack passing through Banki,
Baidyeswar, Baudh, Sonepur, Sarangagaih, etc, to Nagpur and it was
followed by Flliot and Lecky in 1875. Another infrequented road
from Cuttack to Nagpur also passed through Sonepur.

The work of construction and maintenance of the communication
system in the ex-States of Patna and Sonepur rested with their respective
Rulers. The extent to which it was developed in ex-Patna State is
known from the follwoing extract from Cobden Ramsay?2,

1. Ray B, C. Orissa under Marathas, 1959, pp. 150-151,

2. Cobden-Ramsay, L. E. 8., Feudatory States of Orissa. p. 295
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“There are two excellent murramed (gravelled) and bridged roads
inthe State: one fromthe border of the State at Salebhatta on the Ang

to Balangir, the headqaarteis, a distance of 19 miles; the other from
Bolangir to Tarbha, a large mart on the Sopepur border: a portion
of the mainroad from Raipur to Vizianagram runs through the south-
western extremity of the State for a tew miles, passing near Sindhe-
kela. An anbridged surface road 34 miles in length, runs due south to
the Tel river, the boundary of the Kalahandi and Patna States, starting
from Bolangir and forms the main line of communication trom Sambal-
pur to the headquarters of the Kalahandi State: there are 1est
houses at Salebhatta and Deogaon on thisroute. There is a good
surface road trom Bolangir to Patnagarh, the former headquarters of
the State; a cold weather surface road with rough
wooden trestle bridges runs from Bangomunda through the torest
tiacts on the west ofthe Stateto Agalpur. The State is thus provided
with good communications and there are several tair village tracks,”

The communication system existing in Sonepur ex-State in the
corresponding period has been described bythe same author as follows:

«The greater rart ot the export trace of the State is caried by the
Mahanadi and a considerable export ofriceand pulses is carried on
with Cuttack and Sambalpur.

“The Tel is comparatively free from obstruction and during the
monsoon months there is some boat traffic irom Patna andtimberis
also floated down from the upper reaches ot this river in the Kalas
handi State.

“In the Mahanadi, just opposite Sonepur, there are dangerous
apids, which render navigation difficult. There is a good road, the
Cuttack-Sonepur-Sambalpur road on the right bank of the Maha-
nadi connecting with Dhama in the Samblapur district and passing
through the important village ot Binka; there are bungalows every
ten miles from Cuttack upto Baudh-Sonepur border: there are also
bungalows at Sonepur and Binka inthe Sonepur State and at Dhama.
A new road is under construction from Dhama the northern bank of the
Mahanadiin Sambalpur district, to the border ofthe State onthe northern
bank of the river and trom there a State road is being constructed to a
place opposite to Binka and in future the trafiic between the State and
the Sambalpur district will cross the Mahanadi at Binka, a far easicr
crossing than at Dhama. Thereis an excellent road on the western bor-
der of the State forming the connecting link between Sambalpur, Bar-
garh and Barpali in the Sambalpur district and Salebhatta on the main
road to the Patna and Kalahandi States. Thereis a rest house on this
Toad at Dungripali, in the Sonepur State 12 miles from Barpali.
There is a surface road from Sonepur to Tarbha, an important mart

[ 14 B. of R.—37
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onthe border of the Patna State. Theimperial postruns from Sam-
balpur to Sonepur and on to Baudh: there 1s a sub-post-office at
Sonepur and letter boxes at important villages in the Statel.”

The above quotations depict the state of communication
in both the ex-States during the early part of this century
The Durbar administration was making annual budgetary allotments
or construction of newroads and maintenance of the old ones. Some
chievements of the ex-Rulers deserve special mention. The road
from Balangir to Khaprakhol was constructed during the period of
Dalganjan Singh Deo (1895~—1910) and a bridge named after Si
Henry Wheeler, Lt. Governor was constructed on the Sonegarh
river during the rule of Prithviraj Singh Deo (1910—1924). Trees
were planted on both sides of the road and wells were dug at places,

By 1933, the Public Works Department started in Patna
State, The normal staff of this Department comprised Ig
employees, namely, the State Engineer, one Supervisor and two Over-
seers, the rest being in the estimating and clerical branch. The De-
partment was looking after all buildings, roads, bridges and culverts
in the State®.

A committee named ‘Patna Statc Post-War Reconstruction Commi-
ttee’ wassetupin October 1943 tc collect various data to implement
the post-war reconstruction programmes. A long-range progiamme
formulated in this connection included metalling and widening of
the main roads from Balangir to Salebhata, Titilagarh, Kantabanji
and Bairasar. Theimprovenment of the road from Balangir to Kanta-
banji via Patnagarh was then considered to be of more urgent neces-
ty. It was further decided to include the programme of the cons.
tuction of bridges on streams, rivulets and nalas falling onany of the
aboveroads. The post of a Special Engineer for the examinationand
execution of post-war reconstruction scheme was created, with effect
from the 6th June 1945. Tt wasdecided tolay priority on the major
roads then having a total length of 205 miles. The post of 4 over-
seers and other estimating and clerical staff was sanctioned for the
purpose?.

The following roads within the ex-State of Patna were receiving
duz attention in matters of repair and construction of bridges:

Miles
1. Balangir-Salebhata Road .. 21
2. Balangir-Bairasar Road .. 13
3. Balangir-Titilagarh Road .. 42
4. Balangir-Kantabanji Road . 50

1. Cobde.n ~Ramsay, L. E. B.,—Feudatory State of Orissa PP. 323-24
2. Sankhipta Koshala Itihas—Mullick S. C.

3. Annual Administration Report -
4. Tbid for the year l945-46,p of Patna State 1941-1942
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101, Road Transport

No National Highway passes through the district. The
Siate Public Works Department maintains 90 milesof State High Wy
206 miles of Major District Roads and 2! miles of other
District Roads. Brief notes oneach of the roads is given below:

i) State Highway No. 2—Bhawanipatna-Bargarh Road

The length of the road within the district is 54 miles 5 furlongs.
The portion lying within the ex-State of Patna was constructed during
Durbar Administration and was transferred to the Public Works
Department of the Government of Orissa in 1948 after integration
of the State. It passes through the following villages of Balangir
district.

North—Balangir, Loisinga, Burda Salebhata and Dungripal
and connects Sambalpur district.

South—Balangir, Deogan, Saintala, Belgan and connects Kala-
handi district.

There are about 141 cross drainages in this reach. The main
rivers are Telat 33rd mile, Barmal at 29/4, Kusumkhal at 31/7, Ang at
24/0, Sonegarh at 13/6, Santsat 13/3, Sinkhamanjore at 7/2, Lakhm
ore at 2/6, Ongara at 3/7, Suktel at 9th; Kusurugi at 11/0 and
Bordanala at 14th miles*. During Durbar Administration the width of
the road was on an average 16ft. and was unmetalled. After merger,
the width of the road has been doubled. The entire road is now metalled
and almost all portions are black-topped. The road which crosses
the river Lantb just after Saintala has not yet been bridged. But to
provide all weather passags over this road a link road has been constru-
cted connecting Deng in Major District Road 40 (Saintala-Titilagarh
Road) with Petrapaliin thisroad. Themain bridge constructed during
the planperiod is on theTelata cost of Rs. 9:70 lakhs. There is provi-
sion in the Fourth Plan to improve the surface of theroad ata cost
of Rs.6 lakhs. Inspection Bungalows have beenconstructed along
the road side at Balangir, Deogan, Saintala, Belgan, Burda and
Salebhata. Some of these Inspection Bungalows were constructad
during Durbar Administration.

(ii)State Highway No. 3—Sohela-Nowapara-Khariar-Titilagarh-Belgaun Road (Portion
from Bhalumunda to Belgan via Bangomunda and Titilagarh).

The length ofthe road lying within Balangir district is 35 miles 4
furlongs. This was constructed during Durbar Administration. It is
an earthen road and investigationfor improvement of this road is
in progress. Rs.11:50 lakhs has been proposed for improvenent of
the road during the Fourth Plan period. This is a fair-weather road.

* The distances are from Balargir Town
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¢ iii) Major District Road
(a) M. D. R. No. 35—Balan gir-Sonepur-Kantabanji-Chandutara Road

This road was constructed during the period of
Durbar Administration. It passes through Sonepur, Bairasar
Balangir, Patnagarh, Belpara, Kantabanji, Bangomunda, Sindhekela
and Chandutara. At the last named place it connects M. D. R, No. 41
i. e. Khariar-Bhawanipatra Road. The portion of the road from
Sonepur to Patnagarh for a length of 55 miles is all-weather
and the rest is fair-weather. Previously the road was 16’ wide and
unmetalled. Improvements have been made to raise the standard of
theroad to M.D. R. specifications. Thetotal length of 102 miles of
the road is metalled and 40 miles black-topped. Rs.12:85 lakhs
has been spent to improve this road so asto make it all-weather.

The main cross drainages are Suktel at 15/4, Patnagarh bridge on
Subarnarekhanala at 23/6, Belparanala at 38/3-4, Somilinala at 45/6,
river Lanth at48th mile and Indra river at Sindhekela.

There are Inspection Bungalows at Sonepur, Bairasar, Patna-
garh, Kantabanji and Balangir, all constructed during the Durbar
period.

(b) M. D. R. No. 36—Patnagarh-Padmapur Road

This road starts from Patnagarh and passing fora length of 13
miles through this district, enters into Sambalpur district.
The road was constructed during Durbar administration. Thisis an
earthen road with two unbridged rivers, named Mayabati at 0,4-5 and
Suktel at9/6-7 miles. A sum of Rs.7 lakhs has been spent in the Third
Plan for improvement of this road. There is only one rest-shed at
Dhandamunda at 11th mile under Revenue Department.

(¢) M. D. R, No. 37—Patnagarh-Harisankar-Khaprakhol-Lathor Road

Thelength of theroad is 30 milesand this was constructed during
the Durbar Administration with murram surfaced and a forma-
tion width of 16’. Improvements have been made to
raiseit to M.D.R.standard. Theroad isfair-weather and there are
4 main crossingsat 5/5, 9/7, 13/0, and 2040 miles. Provision for the
improvement of the road has been made in the Fourth Plan to make it
all-weather atan estimated cost of Rs. 440 lakhs. There are
two rest-sheds along side the road, one at Jogimunda and the other at
Khaprakhol, constructed during the ex-State administration.

(d) M. D. R, No. 39-—Sonepur-Binka-Dungripali Road

Theroad ha\_/ir}g a totallength of 40 miles was constructed during
the Durbar.Admlnlstration. It starts from M. D. R. No. 35 at Sone-
pur and joins the State highway No.2 at34/3 miles at Dungripali.
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[tis an earthen road partly surfaced with murram. There are 14
main cross drainages. They are Ang river at 4/2, miles; Tundpallinala
at 3/1 miles, Kaolipallinala at 18/0 miles, Girikatanala at 17/2 miles
Singhijuba at20/2 miles, Kanara at 21/2 miles, Bankipali at 29/0 miles,
Pipalli at 29/1 miles, Langala at 30/5 miles, Sadhapali at 33/0 miles
Dungripali at 34/3 miles and at Behera Road. Provision to the extent
of Rs. 4,32,000 has been made in the Fourth Planfor the improvement
of this fair-weather road. There is one Inspection Bungalow at Binka
at 14/3 miles.

(e)M. D. R. No. 40—Titilagarh-Saintala Road

This all-weather road starts from State Highway No. 2 at Saintala
and meets State Highway No. 3 at Titilagarh. The road which
is about 21 miles 2 furlongs is entirely black-topped. The road was
constructed during Durbar Administration. A link road connects
this road at Deng with State Highway No. 2at Patrapali. There isan
[nspection Bungalow at Titilagarh.

(f) Titilagarh-Sindhekela Road

Thisis an Other District Road, with totallength of 17 miles 4 fur-
ongs. Constructed during the Durbar Acministration the road conti-
nues to be a fair-weather one. There are2 main rivers Tong and
Minapali which are unbridged. A sum of Rs.9 lakhs has been
proposed during the Fourth Plan to raise its standard.

(iv) Revenrue Roads

This apart, 2744 miles of revenue roads havealso been transferred
to Public Works Department for improvement and maintenance.
List of these roads with mileage is given below:
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List of Revenue Roads transferred to P. W. D,

Sl Name of Roads Mileage
No.

Miles

I  Burda-Arjunpur Road via.Bisimunda . 25
2 Turekela-Kantabanji-Gudighat-Tikerpara- 64

Deogan-Tusra-Arjunpur.
3 Belpara-Baijalsagar (Pithapathar Via Dhan- 25
damunda and Bhanpur).

4 Lathor-Turekela .. 10
5 Lathor-Budhikahman (Balangir border) .. 6
6 Balangir-Arjunpur via Mahimunda .. 11
7 Bangomunda-Gudighat via Muribahal .. 15
8 Titlagarh-Gudighat via Gulmi 17
9 Tusra-Kalahandi Border via Gudbhela .. 9
10 Patnagarh-Deng (via Tikarapara) .. 33
11 Roads to the Rly. Station at Turekela .. 4
12 Diito Ditto at Siker .. 1
13 Ditto Ditto at Saintala 1
14 To Rly. Station to Deogan <2
15 Ditto Loisinga i
16 Ditto Salebhata 3
17 Ditto Dungripali .- 3
18 Latamunda Branch Canal . 6
19  Rampur Distributary .. 12
20 Barkarlay Distributary .. 5
2] Bhimtikra Distributary .. 10
22 Barikarly Distributary .. 10
23 Sukha Distributary .. 7
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(v) Roads maintained by other Bodies

Rural Engineering Organisation maintaing 186 miles of village roads
in the district. Almost all the roads are fair-weather. The following
are some of the important roads: Loisinga- Agalpur via Digsira
(15 miles), Patna-Dumkipali via Larambha (19 miles),  Khapra-
khol-Juria via Digsira (12 miles), Dharasala-Subalaya (19 miles),
Karkachia-Ratakhandi via Jharmunda (18 miles), Chulbaadh-
Lakapara via Sauntpur (15 miles), Cherupali-Agalpar via Sukha
(1 miles) and Salebhata-Agalpur (11 miles).

An allotment of Rs. 600 per mile for Rural Engineering Organisa-
tion roads and Rs. 400 per mile for Panchayat Samiti Roads are givien by
Government to Raral Engineering Organisation towards annual cost of
maintenance of the roads. In 1966-67 because of drought Rs. 7,00,000
were spent under Test Relief Grant out of which 80 miles of roads
have been improved,

Panchayat Samitis and Giama Panchayats of the district maintain
190 miles and 350 miles of village roads respectively. During 1965-66,
Srama Panchayats spent Rs. 2,12,600 for construction and repair of
roads ander their jurisdictions.

The roads maintained by Forest Division, Balangir. comes to about
113 miles. The roads which are partly earthen and partly
moorumed are used mainly for the transportation of forest products.
The Division has srent Rs. 1,54,875 from 19%4-55 to 1963-66 for the
maintenance of the roads. Some of the important forest roads are
Turekela-Mahakhand (10 miles),  Turekela-Lathor (10 ml-es)
Muribahal-Gulmi (11 miles), and Xanda-Mauribahal (15 miles).

The Muncipalities and Notified Area Councils remain in charge of
maintenance of the roads under their jurisdictions. They also receive
from year to year grants from Government to effect annual repairs. The
Balangir Municipality maintained about 33 miles of roads and
spent Rs. 48,758 in 1965-66 for maintenance, whereas the Sonepur
Municipality maintained about 18 miles of roads and spent
Rs. 6,815 for maintenance. The Notified Area Councils at Titilagarh,
Kantabanji and Patnagarh maintained about 15 miles of 1oads each
and incurred the expenditure of Rs. 20,751, Rs. 5, 934 and Rs. 1,500
respectively during 1965-66 tor maintenance,

102. Vehicles and Conveyances

Bullock-carts constitute the main bulk of conveyance in the district
Of late, cycles have gained great popularity in the  villages.
the number of cycles in the rural areas is about 10,000. As
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communication to the interior is still undeveloped, bullock-carts continue
to maintain their popularity as the only vehicle for goods and passenger
transport. Their rates vary from Re. 0-50 P. to Re. 1 per mile accord.
ing to the condition of the roads. Trucks, buallock-carts and cycle.
rickshaws are used for transportation of goods in town areas. With
the development of urban communication, cycle-rickshaws have gained
importance aad instances ofrickshaws plying to adistance of 10to 12
miles from the town areas are not uncommon. The statement below
indicates the number of cycle-ricksh aws and carts licensed in different
Municipalities and Notified Area Councils.

Cycles Cycle- Caits
Rickshaws
Balangir Municipality .. 750 82 126
Sonepur Municipality .. 258 .. 30
Titilagarh Notified Area Council .. 298 26 82
Patnagarh Notified Area Council .. 435 . 125
Kantabanji Notified Area Council 164 14 88

In Balangir town cycles are available on hire basis. The
total number of motor vehicles registered in the district in 1965 is
821 out of which 130 were cars, 169 jeeps, 124 motor cycles, 102 stage
carriages, 172 goods vehicles, 28 tractors, 81 trailors and 45 other
categories of vehicles.

103. Public Transports

Prior to 1945, the management of the motor transport services in
the State was with private operators. It was in June 1945
that the Patna Dwibar Administration took over its management.
In 1948, the Government ot Orissa introduced the State Transport
Services in the district. The routes from the town of Balangir to
Cuttgck, Sambalpur, Jharsuguda, Titilagarh, Patnagarh, Kantabaniji,
Khariar, Lathor, Sonepur, Tarbka, Agalpur, Bhawanipatna, Tusra,
Bauglh and Belpara were nationalised. A statement showing the
particulars of the :cutes is given below.
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Besides the above services, a State Transport bus ruans from
Jeypore to Sambalpur via Balangir and another of Road Transport
Orzan'sition operates between Bhubaneswar and Balangir (via Baudh)
during fa'r-weather.

The Balangir unit of State Transport Service with that of
Bargarh and Khariar Road constitute the Balangir Zone under the
administrative control of the District Transport Manager, Balangir.

A Central Workshop for the State Transport services is located
at Balangir for body building and repairing of buses. The work-
shop is registered under the Factories Act and itis well-equipped.

The rates charged by State Transport Organisation are 4 Paise
and 3¢5 Paise per kilometre per passenger for upper and lower classes,
respectively. The freight charges are 1 Paisa per kilometre per
kilogram subject fo free luggageallowance of 14 kilograms per adult
and 7kilograms per child.

Waiting rooms and rest-sheds have been constructed at import-
ant stations. The frequency of service has been increased in many
routes according to the density of traffic. Express services have
been introduced on long routes with a view to enabling passengers
to catch corresponding trains and bus services of different places.
Advance booking is available at some stations. Special buses on
demand and buses on reservation with special facilities for students,
athletes and delegates are also provided.

The statement given below indicates number of passengers travel-
led and income derived by the State Transport Services from 1963-€4
to 1965-66 inthe district.

Years No. of passengers Income
travelled
Rs. P.
1963-64 1,020,349 19,13,8910
1964-65 1,069,666 19,72,789:50
1965-66 1,970,214 19,29,786:94

.There arc no privately owned or Municipal owned bus or taxi-
services. There are also no tramways in the district.
104. Rail Roads

in 1896, Mr. Hedges undertook the survey for a raiiway line from
Raipur to Vizianagram. What was contemplated of this railway line

may appear from the following account in the Feudatory States of
Ouissa of 1907 by Cobden Ramsay:
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“The State is thus provided with good communication and there
are sevaral fair village tracks. The new line of rail from Raipur to
Vizianagram will pass through the southern portion of the State via
Sindhekela and Saintala, onthe main road from Bolangir to Kalahandi,
a branch line 1is projected from Saintala to Sonepur, passing rcar
Bolangir.”

But the line was not opened till 1932. Tt traverses a length of 72
kilometres in this district with stations at Dakhna, Harisankar Read,
Turekela Road, Kantabanji, Muribahal and Titilagarh. The railway
did not, however, pass through Sindhekela and Saintala as was originally
contemplated. No branch line through Balangir to Sonepur was cons-
tructed. The economic consequence of this line provided so much
work for labouring classes that there was a fail in emigration to tsa
cardens of Assam.

Under the Post-War Reconstruction Programme of 1945 a
survey was contemplated to connect Kantabanj! with Sambalpur via
Dungripali, Balangir, Patnagarh, Bargarh and Barpali. The construc-
tion of the Hirakud Dam gave a fresh fillip to the idea of connecting
Sambalpur with the Raipur-Vizianagram railway. Additional incentive
came from the Kiriburuiron-ore project for supplying iron-ore to Japan.
A fresh survey was undertaken to find the shortest route from Kiriburu
to Visakhapatnam. The route which was found through Sambalpur
and Titilagarh was constructed under the D. B. K. Railway Project.
The line traverses 106 kilometres of this district and has stations at
Dungripali, Khaliapali, Loisinga, Balangir, Deogan Road, Sainfala
and Siker. At present passengers and goods trains are running on thir
line. An express train runs twice weekly between Tatanagar and Waltal,

105. Waterways, Ferries and Bridges

There were not many ferries in  the ex-State of Patna as the only
big river, the Tel doss not admit of ferry service except during the
monsoon when itis too rapid for safe ferrying. The income from
ferries in 1890 was only Rs. 58. The Sonepur ex-State had, howcver,
a number of ferries.

Some of the important ferries are at Thanghars onriver Tel, Bilai
sarda on Suktel, Gurchepali on Ang, Agalpur on Ang, Harbhaga
on Ang, Chandanbhati on Suktel, Dungripali on Suktel.

The typss of boats used for these ferries are called Dangas which
are dug-outs, Patwas which are long narrow boats made of Sal planks
fitted with iron nails and Kuslis which are broader than Patwas. The
ferry service across the Mahanadi is extremely dangerous on accournit of
out-crops of boulders, but the boat-men know from years of experience
how to avoid these rocks. At present the Government of Orissa have
transferred 138 ferries to Grama Panchyats of the district. The furry
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ghats over the rivers Mahanadi and Tel at Sonepur and over the river
;\ng on Binka-Rampur-Dungripali Road are managed by Public
Works Department. The inconfe derived by Grama Panchayats and
Public Works Department of the district from ferry ghats during
1965-66 amounted Rs. 80,119 and Rs.21,817 respectively.

A number of bridges were constructed during Durbar adminis-
(ration. 7 bridges were constructed on the Balangir-Salebhata road
during 1929—33 and 34 bridges on Balangir-Patnagrh road during
the same period and 7 bridges on Balangir-Saintala-Titilagarh road
were constructed between 1921 and 1941. A list of some of the
major bridges of the district is given below:

Bridge over Suktel —
At 15/4 mile of Major District Road No. 35. Overall length of
the bridge is 735’. Total No. of spans—7. Each span is 105
in length. Dateof completion— 30-6-1958.

Patnagarh Bridge on Subarnarekha nala —
Overall length is—325. Number of spans—6. Each span
length—50". Date of completion—15-5-1959.

Girder bridge at 12/7 mile of Major District Road No. 35.

Overall length is 191°. No. of spans— 3. FEach span—60'",
Constructed during ex-Durbar Administration.
Bridge over Lanth in Major District Road No. 40

Overall length is 570 feet. Number of spans—32. Each

span—15’. Arched bridge with conrete decking. Constructed
during Durbar Administration.

Bridge over Lanth at 40th mile on Major District Road No. 35—

Length—335".  Number of spans—6. Each span— 50" Esti-
mated cost of construction Rs. 3,30,900. Coustructed in 1967.

Bridge over Sukicl on State Highway No. 2 —
Length including abutment—672°. Number of spans—3

Length of each span—200”. Total cost—Rs. 4,63,906. This is

a high level girder bridge constructed during Durbar Admini
stration.

Bridge over Ang in State Highway No. 2—-

Length of the biidge—1,484’. Number of spans—7’. Length of

cach spfnn-~2000’. This is a high level girder bridge construc-
ted during Durbar Administration.

Th:rcisalsg a major bridge over Tel in State Highway No.?
constructed during 2nd Plan Petiod at a cost of Rs. 9-7C lakhs.
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106. Travel and Tourist Facilities

There is no special facility for tourist traffic in the district. There
are, however, two Dharmasalas at Balangir and inspection bungalows
scattered over importantroadside places. Many of these bungalows
were constructed by the Rulers during Durbar Administration and
some have been done by the Public Works Department of the Govern-
ment of Orissa. For convenience of the State Government non-
gazetted employees on duty a number of rest-sheds have. also
been constructed which are being maintain.d by the Revenue Depart.
ment., There are also rest-sheds maintained by Forest Department in
the district. A list of Inspection Bungalows and rest-sheds have been
given at the end of the Chapter. There is mno Tourist Information
Officer and it is usually local officer whom the visitors contact for
their trips to places of interest like Harisankar and Ranipur-Jharial.
There are no travel agents or guides in the district.

107, Posts, Telegraphs and Telephone

By 1908 the ex-State of Patna was relieved of all contribution
for postal service. There was a daily service between Balangir and
Sambalpur and between Sambalpur and Sonepur up to Baudh. Besides
the Post Office at headquarters, there were letter boxes atSchool houses
of all important villages in ex-Patna State. There was a Sub-Post Office
at Sonepur and letter boxes at important villages in the ex-State.

During 1933-34, installation of telephone system between Balangir
and Kantabanji, a distance of about 50 miles was taken up. It
was during 1935 —38 that the telephone line from Patnagarh was extended
to Kantabanji. By 1940, there were one combined Post and Telegraph
Sub-Office at Balangir, one Sub-Post Office at Titilagarh and ten Branch
Post Offices. There was a schme to open a combined Post and Tele-
graph Office at Titilagarh, but it was postponed owing to outbreak
of war. Like Titilagarh, the town of Kantabanji also grew into
a sufficiently large business centre, so the status of the Branch
Post Office  there needed to be raised. A through motor
mail service from Balangir to Titilagarh and from Balangir to Ba arh
wasfunctioning. A motor mail service between Balangirand Patnagarh
was also introduced with effect from Ist November, 1939. The State
telephone connected Balangir with Patnagarh, Belpara, Titilagarh
and Kantabanji.

At present, Balangir is a second class Head Office with combined
telegraphic and public call facilities. There are combined Sub-cffices
with telegraphic facilities at Bangomunda, Belpara, Binka, Kantabanji,
Loisinga, Patnagarh, Saintala, Sonepur-Raj, Tarbha, Titilagarh and
Churapali and Sub-offices at Salebhata, Jogimunda, Harishankar Road,
Birmaharajpur, Sindhekela, Balangir Railway Station and Tusra. There
exits one extra Departmental Sub-Post Office at Marwari bazar inside
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Balangir town. There is a proposal to open combined o-ﬂic'es at
Tusra, and Salebhata and post offices at 12 other places within the

district during the Fourth Plan period.

Steps are taken for speedy transmission of mail in this division
by making the best use of railways and transport scrvices wherever
available. The Postal transactions for the years 1963 to 1966 are
given in the statement below:i—

Savings Bank

No. of Amount No. of Amount
Year Savings deposited Savings withdrawn

Bank Bank with-

deposits drawals
Rs. P. Rs. P.
1963 .. 13,498  43,19,516'51 11,016  32,98,529-90
1964 .. 14,625 34,78,476-89 15,388  43,02,154:16
1965 .. 18,563  47,79,744-46 12,375  51,70,205-38
1966 .. 19,507 42,91,638:61 14,504 4,37,11,017-27

Radio Licence

Year No. of licence Licence fee
issued realised

Rs. P.

1963-64 .. 1,440 19,609-04
1964-65 .. 1,599 20,540-77
1965-66 .. 2,146 31,226-26

Money-orders

No. of Value of Commission

Year money-orders  money-orders realised
issued issued

Rs. P. Rs. P.
1963 .. 89,249 38,48,410-47 60,416:40
1964 .. 89,352 45,23,315:07 71,052-67
1965 .. 92,564 51,26,996:64 80,334-77
1966 .. 89,796 51,57,631-25 78,897:19
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No. of Value of
Year money-orders  money-orders
paid paid
Rs. P.
1963 .. 46,629 22,47,053-24
1964 .. 47,281 25,20,907-58
1965 .. 50,527 30,59,702-68
1966 .. 479717 26,49,272-48
Registered Letters and Parcles
Year No. of registered No. of registercd
letters issued parcels issued
1963 . 86,040 10,232
1964 .. 96,089 10,932
1965 .. 114,027 11,492
1966 .. 91,928 11,753

108. Telephone

There are telephone exchanges at Balangir, Kantabanji, Titilagaih
and Tarbha. Balangir exchange was opened on the 25th February
1957 and at present it has a central battery of 200 lines. The exchange
at Titilagarh was opened on the 28th February 1960 and has a central
battery of 100 lines only. Similarly, Kantabanji and Tarbha exchanges
have capacity of 100 and 25 lines respectively. There are Public Call
Offices with extensions at Patnagarh and Somnepur and one without
extension at Saintala.

A separate trunk board at Balangir with an additional trunk
line between Sambalpur and Balangir and Balangir-Cuttack has already
been provided.

109. (a) Radio and Wireless Stations

There is no wireless transmitting stations in the district. The
Police have their own wireless system which are both static and mobile.
The Police pigeon loft at the headquarters and a mobile loft at Sonepur
have 21 and 10 birds respectively.

(b) Air-Strip

In 1967, an air-strip, having a runway 4500 feet by 300 feet, has
been constructed by the State Government at a cost of Rs. 4,19,000 near
Sargada on the Deogan—Tusra Road.
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List of Circuit House and Inspection Bunglows

1. Circuit House, at Balangir

2. Inspection Bungalow, Balangir, P.O. Balangir,
3. 1. B., Burda, P.O. Loisinga

4. I. B., Salebhata, P.O. Salebhata

5. I. B., Deogan, P.O. Decogan

6. I. B., Sonepur, P.O. Sonepur

7. I. B., Binka, P.O. Binka

8. I. B., Birmaharajpur, P.O. Birmaharajpur
9. 1. B., Patnagarh, P.O. Patnagarh
10, I. B., Saintala, P.O. Saintala
{1, I. B., Belgan, P.O. Belgan
12. I. B., Titilagarh, P.O. Titilagarh

13, L. B., Kantabaunji, P.O. Kantabanji

14. 1. B., Bairasar, P. O, Tarbha

FoORresT REST SHEDS
l. Rest-Shed, Lathor, P.O. Harisankar
2. Rest-Shed, Harisankar
3. Rest-Shed, Matakhand, P.O. Kantabanji

4. Rest-Shed, Muribahal, P.O. Kantabanji
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Revenue Inspection Bungalows and Rest-Sheds

Name of
Subdivision

Name of Tahasil Name of lnspection
Bungalows

Balangir

Titilagarh

Patnagarh

Sonepur

Balangir Sadar .. Agalpur, Chudapali, Rado-
singha, Arjunapur, Mahalia-
Jamut, Nagan, Balangir:
Dungripali, Bandhapara,
Bharsuja, Dudka, Tusra,
Purnapani.

Titilagarh .. Bijepur, Bangomunda, Bhalu-
munda, Ghunsar, Gudighat,
Kursad, Lebda, Patrapali,
Sindhekela, Turckela,

Patnagarh .. Har isanka r, Fambhani,
Dhandamunda, Khaprakhol,
Luhasingha, Jogimunda, Bel.
para, Kanut, Dumavata,
Mandal.

Birmaharajpur Subalaya, Pitamahul, Chadci-
pur, Khandhata, Kotsamalait
Ullunda.

Sonepur .. Khagsana, Tarbha, Sukha,
Gajabandh, Menda, Kam-
sara, Lachhipur, Digsira,
Singhijuba.

DigliﬂﬂaBbe@disha%?cmives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha



	Page 1 
	Page 2 
	Page 3 
	Page 4 
	Page 5 
	Page 6 
	Page 7 
	Page 8 
	Page 9 
	Page 10 
	Page 11 
	Page 12 
	Page 13 
	Page 14 
	Page 15 
	Page 16 
	Page 17 
	Page 18 
	Page 19 
	Page 20 
	Page 21 
	Page 22 
	Page 23 
	Page 24 
	Page 25 
	Page 26 
	Page 27 
	Page 28 
	Page 29 
	Page 30 
	Page 31 
	Page 32 
	Page 33 
	Page 34 
	Page 35 
	Page 36 
	Page 37 
	Page 38 
	Page 39 
	Page 40 
	Page 41 
	Page 42 
	Page 43 
	Page 44 
	Page 45 
	Page 46 
	Page 47 
	Page 48 
	Page 49 
	Page 50 
	Page 51 
	Page 52 
	Page 53 
	Page 54 
	Page 55 
	Page 56 
	Page 57 
	Page 58 
	Page 59 
	Page 60 
	Page 61 
	Page 62 
	Page 63 
	Page 64 
	Page 65 
	Page 66 
	Page 67 
	Page 68 
	Page 69 
	Page 70 
	Page 71 
	Page 72 
	Page 73 
	Page 74 
	Page 75 
	Page 76 
	Page 77 
	Page 78 
	Page 79 
	Page 80 
	Page 81 
	Page 82 
	Page 83 
	Page 84 
	Page 85 
	Page 86 
	Page 87 
	Page 88 
	Page 89 
	Page 90 
	Page 91 
	Page 92 
	Page 93 
	Page 94 
	Page 95 
	Page 96 
	Page 97 
	Page 98 
	Page 99 
	Page 100 
	Page 101 
	Page 102 
	Page 103 
	Page 104 
	Page 105 
	Page 106 
	Page 107 
	Page 108 
	Page 109 
	Page 110 
	Page 111 
	Page 112 
	Page 113 
	Page 114 
	Page 115 
	Page 116 
	Page 117 
	Page 118 
	Page 119 
	Page 120 
	Page 121 
	Page 122 
	Page 123 
	Page 124 
	Page 125 
	Page 126 
	Page 127 
	Page 128 
	Page 129 
	Page 130 
	Page 131 
	Page 132 
	Page 133 
	Page 134 
	Page 135 
	Page 136 
	Page 137 
	Page 138 
	Page 139 
	Page 140 
	Page 141 
	Page 142 
	Page 143 
	Page 144 
	Page 145 
	Page 146 
	Page 147 
	Page 148 
	Page 149 
	Page 150 
	Page 151 
	Page 152 
	Page 153 
	Page 154 
	Page 155 
	Page 156 
	Page 157 
	Page 158 
	Page 159 
	Page 160 
	Page 161 
	Page 162 
	Page 163 
	Page 164 
	Page 165 
	Page 166 
	Page 167 
	Page 168 
	Page 169 
	Page 170 
	Page 171 
	Page 172 
	Page 173 
	Page 174 
	Page 175 
	Page 176 
	Page 177 
	Page 178 
	Page 179 
	Page 180 
	Page 181 
	Page 182 
	Page 183 
	Page 184 
	Page 185 
	Page 186 
	Page 187 
	Page 188 
	Page 189 
	Page 190 
	Page 191 
	Page 192 
	Page 193 
	Page 194 
	Page 195 
	Page 196 
	Page 197 
	Page 198 
	Page 199 
	Page 200 
	Page 201 
	Page 202 
	Page 203 
	Page 204 
	Page 205 
	Page 206 
	Page 207 
	Page 208 
	Page 209 
	Page 210 
	Page 211 
	Page 212 
	Page 213 
	Page 214 
	Page 215 
	Page 216 
	Page 217 
	Page 218 
	Page 219 
	Page 220 
	Page 221 
	Page 222 
	Page 223 
	Page 224 
	Page 225 
	Page 226 
	Page 227 
	Page 228 
	Page 229 
	Page 230 
	Page 231 
	Page 232 
	Page 233 
	Page 234 
	Page 235 
	Page 236 
	Page 237 
	Page 238 
	Page 239 
	Page 240 
	Page 241 
	Page 242 
	Page 243 
	Page 244 
	Page 245 
	Page 246 
	Page 247 
	Page 248 
	Page 249 
	Page 250 
	Page 251 
	Page 252 
	Page 253 
	Page 254 
	Page 255 
	Page 256 
	Page 257 
	Page 258 
	Page 259 
	Page 260 
	Page 261 
	Page 262 
	Page 263 
	Page 264 
	Page 265 
	Page 266 
	Page 267 
	Page 268 
	Page 269 
	Page 270 
	Page 271 
	Page 272 
	Page 273 
	Page 274 
	Page 275 
	Page 276 
	Page 277 
	Page 278 
	Page 279 
	Page 280 
	Page 281 
	Page 282 
	Page 283 
	Page 284 
	Page 285 
	Page 286 
	Page 287 
	Page 288 
	Page 289 
	Page 290 
	Page 291 
	Page 292 
	Page 293 
	Page 294 
	Page 295 
	Page 296 
	Page 297 
	Page 298 
	Page 299 
	Page 300 
	Page 301 
	Page 302 
	Page 303 
	Page 304 
	Page 305 
	Page 306 
	Page 307 
	Page 308 
	Page 309 
	Page 310 
	Page 311 
	Page 312 
	Page 313 
	Page 314 
	Page 315 
	Page 316 
	Page 317 
	Page 318 
	Page 319 
	Page 320 
	Page 321 
	Page 322 
	Page 323 
	Page 324 
	Page 325 
	Page 326 
	Page 327 
	Page 328 
	Page 329 
	Page 330 
	Page 331 
	Page 332 
	Page 333 
	Page 334 
	Page 335 
	Page 336 
	Page 337 
	Page 338 
	Page 339 
	Page 340 
	Page 341 
	Page 342 
	Page 343 
	Page 344 
	Page 345 
	Page 346 
	Page 347 
	Page 348 
	Page 349 
	Page 350 
	Page 351 
	Page 352 
	Page 353 
	Page 354 
	Page 355 
	Page 356 
	Page 357 
	Page 358 
	Page 359 
	Page 360 
	Page 361 
	Page 362 
	Page 363 
	Page 364 
	Page 365 
	Page 366 
	Page 367 
	Page 368 
	Page 369 
	Page 370 
	Page 371 
	Page 372 
	Page 373 
	Page 374 
	Page 375 
	Page 376 
	Page 377 
	Page 378 
	Page 379 
	Page 380 
	Page 381 
	Page 382 
	Page 383 
	Page 384 
	Page 385 
	Page 386 
	Page 387 
	Page 388 
	Page 389 
	Page 390 
	Page 391 
	Page 392 
	Page 393 
	Page 394 
	Page 395 
	Page 396 
	Page 397 
	Page 398 
	Page 399 
	Page 400 
	Page 401 
	Page 402 
	Page 403 
	Page 404 
	Page 405 
	Page 406 
	Page 407 
	Page 408 
	Page 409 
	Page 410 
	Page 411 
	Page 412 
	Page 413 
	Page 414 
	Page 415 
	Page 416 
	Page 417 
	Page 418 
	Page 419 
	Page 420 
	Page 421 
	Page 422 
	Page 423 
	Page 424 
	Page 425 
	Page 426 
	Page 427 
	Page 428 
	Page 429 
	Page 430 
	Page 431 
	Page 432 
	Page 433 
	Page 434 
	Page 435 
	Page 436 
	Page 437 
	Page 438 
	Page 439 
	Page 440 
	Page 441 
	Page 442 
	Page 443 
	Page 444 
	Page 445 
	Page 446 
	Page 447 
	Page 448 
	Page 449 
	Page 450 
	Page 451 
	Page 452 
	Page 453 
	Page 454 
	Page 455 
	Page 456 
	Page 457 
	Page 458 
	Page 459 
	Page 460 
	Page 461 
	Page 462 
	Page 463 
	Page 464 
	Page 465 
	Page 466 
	Page 467 
	Page 468 
	Page 469 
	Page 470 
	Page 471 
	Page 472 
	Page 473 
	Page 474 
	Page 475 
	Page 476 
	Page 477 
	Page 478 
	Page 479 
	Page 480 
	Page 481 
	Page 482 
	Page 483 
	Page 484 
	Page 485 
	Page 486 
	Page 487 
	Page 488 
	Page 489 
	Page 490 
	Page 491 
	Page 492 
	Page 493 
	Page 494 
	Page 495 
	Page 496 
	Page 497 
	Page 498 
	Page 499 
	Page 500 
	Page 501 
	Page 502 
	Page 503 
	Page 504 
	Page 505 
	Page 506 
	Page 507 
	Page 508 
	Page 509 
	Page 510 
	Page 511 
	Page 512 
	Page 513 
	Page 514 
	Page 515 
	Page 516 
	Page 517 
	Page 518 
	Page 519 
	Page 520 
	Page 521 
	Page 522 
	Page 523 
	Page 524 
	Page 525 
	Page 526 
	Page 527 
	Page 528 
	Page 529 
	Page 530 
	Page 531 
	Page 532 
	Page 533 
	Page 534 
	Page 535 
	Page 536 
	Page 537 
	Page 538 
	Page 539 
	Page 540 
	Page 541 
	Page 542 
	Page 543 
	Page 544 
	Page 545 
	Page 546 
	Page 547 
	Page 548 
	Page 549 
	Page 550 
	Page 551 
	Page 552 
	Page 553 
	Page 554 
	Page 555 
	Page 556 
	Page 557 
	Page 558 
	Page 559 
	Page 560 
	Page 561 
	Page 562 
	Page 563 
	Page 564 
	Page 565 
	Page 566 
	Page 567 
	Page 568 
	Page 569 
	Page 570 
	Page 571 
	Page 572 
	Page 573 
	Page 574 
	Page 575 
	Page 576 
	Page 577 
	Page 578 
	Page 579 
	Page 580 
	Page 581 
	Page 582 
	Page 583 
	Page 584 
	Page 585 
	Page 586 
	Page 587 
	Page 588 
	Page 589 
	Page 590 
	Page 591 
	Page 592 
	Page 593 
	Page 594 

